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-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . ^ This communication is responsive to 7/23/2007 . 
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3. ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
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1. ^ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application 
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4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 
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(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 
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(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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EXAMINERS COMMENTS 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 7/23/2007 have been fully considered and are persuasive. 

Reasons for Allowance 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art could not 
alone or in combination anticipate or make obvious a vertical bag-manufacturing and packaging 
machine for manufacturing bags by sealing a tubular continuous packaging material filled with 
items and for cutting and discharging the bag at a predetermined discharge position to a 
conveyor, in combination with a drop orientation control unit disposed between the vertical bag- 
manufacturing and packaging machine and the conveyance unit and configured to feed the bag 
discharged from the vertical bag-manufacturing and packaging machine substantially to a 
predetermined position on the conveyance unit while maintaining the drop orientation of the bag 
even when the bag is discharged from the vertical bag-manufacturing and packaging machine at 
a position other than the predetermined discharge position. 

The most pertinent prior art, HIRATA, discloses a packaging bag supply device that 
supplies packaging bags to a packaging bag discharge position one by one comprising 
transportation means that transports a plurality of stacked packaging bags from a mounting 
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position to the discharge position. HIRATA does not disclose a drop orientation control unit that 



Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 



3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John Paradiso. The examiner can normally be reached Monday- 
Friday, 9:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. (ET). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rinaldi Rada, can be reached at the number listed below. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the 3700 Technology Center Receptionist. 



feeds the bag and maintains its orientation even if the bag is delivered in another position. 



Conclusion 
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